
IIJA Investments in
Rhode Island

Rhode Island has received significant federal funding for electric vehicle (EV) charging
infrastructure, including $15 million from the Charging and Fueling Infrastructure (CFI) program
and $22 million through the National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (NEVI) program, both
created by the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA). These funds boost the local
economy, strengthen infrastructure resilience, and should be continued.

Rhode Island is a leader in implementing NEVI, being the first state to achieve fully built-out
certification along I-95 and to complete its Alternative Fuel Corridor. Building on this progress,
the state plans to expand charging in rural areas and along secondary corridors. To date,
Rhode Island has deployed these funds across 340 charging locations, totaling 810 ports.

Senator Sheldon Whitehouse is a strong proponent of EVs. As ranking member of the Senate
Environment and Public Works Committee (EPW) and a member of the Senate Budget
Committee, he has helped secure approximately $22 million in federal funding to advance
Rhode Island’s EV charging network.  

During Phase 1, Rhode Island installed NEVI-compliant fast-charging stations at the Ashaway
and Warwick Park & Ride locations. Rhode Island is now advancing into Phase 2, which focuses
on expanding EV charging access beyond highway corridors into local communities. Phase 2
supports the deployment of publicly accessible, NEVI-compliant charging infrastructure
across the state. 

Rhode Island continues to invest in charging infrastructure on state-owned properties to
maximize geographic coverage and ensure a reliable backbone network. 

Westerly & Wakefield: These locations improve access for South County residents and
coastal travelers. 
Cranston, Pawtucket, and Scituate: These projects target high-density urban areas and
key commuter routes to reduce “range anxiety” in the state’s northern and central regions.

National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (NEVI) Program



Federal Transit Administration—Low or No Emission Program

Charging and Fueling Infrastructure (CFI) Program

Rhode Island is receiving CFI funding from the Federal
Highway Administration to strategically install public
EV charging stations, enhancing community
accessibility. This federal investment will deploy EV
charging stations across 14 municipalities in public
parking areas, community centers, and disadvantaged
areas. 

RIDOT Statewide Infrastructure Plan ($15
million): A significant CFI grant awarded to the
Rhode Island Department of Transportation
(RIDOT) to expand EV charging infrastructure
beyond main highways into communities. This
project, known as “RI Charging Ahead: Rhode
Island Working Together for Electrification,” will
install chargers in both urban and rural locations.
Community Charging Expansion: The funds aim to
increase charger access in underserved
neighborhoods, local municipal office buildings,
public schools, and community parks.

Rhode Island is using $25 million in federal Low or No Emission Grant Program funds to
purchase 24 new hybrid buses for the Rhode Island Public Transit Authority (RIPTA). 

The grant provides federal funding, through a competitive process, to states and transit
agencies to replace aging diesel vehicles. These awards, announced in 2025, support the
modernization of the transit fleet to lower-emission vehicles. RIPTA’s new electric bus fleet will
provide modern, sustainable, and emissions-free transportation for riders. 

Rhode Island wants its federal NEVI funding for EV charging expansion to include:
Multifamily housing: Targeting residents of apartments and condominiums who cannot
install personal home chargers.
Curbside charging: Utilizing streetlights or utility poles to expand charging in densely
populated residential areas.
Workplace & community charging: Supporting the installation of chargers at workplaces
and community hubs. The state promotes EV use in fleets and non-profits and supports
infrastructure at the University of Rhode Island.
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