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Which Price is Right?

A Municipal Guide to 
Sustainable Public EV 
Charging Rates



The Electrification Coalition is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization that works to accelerate the 
widespread adoption of light -, medium -, and heavy-duty electric vehicles to overcome the 

economic, public health, and national security challenges that have long stemmed from 
ƏŌǀűĿģόǈϔņŌƽŌƑņŌƑĿŌϔƚƑϔƚűƇή

Electrifying transportation for our economic and national security.

THE MI S S I O N O F THE EL EC TRI F I C AT I ON  C O AL I T I ON
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ÅWhy pricing matters 

Å Cost recovery methodology

Å Competitive rate analysis 

Å Planning for replacement savings

Å Pricing guide
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ÅFree charging

ÅCost miscalculation

ÅSet and forget rate

Different Charging Fee 
Mishaps
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Å Cost Stack

Å Energy cost

Å Network and software fees

Å Operations and Maintenance

Å Site Costs

Å Overhead

Å Build a Cost per Session Model

Å Monthly fixed cost/Monthly sessions=Fixed cost per 

session

Å Add variable energy per session cost

Å Together these make your break -even cost

Cost Recovery
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Competitors:

Å At-home charging

Å Workplace Charging

Å Retail Charging

Å Public Networks

Steps:

1. Map Landscape

2. Record published rates

3. Adjust for comparison

4. Identify your position

Competitive Rate Analysis
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1. Reality of replacement costs

2. Build replacement savings into your rate

3. Adjust for inflation and evolving technology

Sustainable Rate Formula
1. Fixed cost per session

2. Variable cost per session

3. Replacement savings contribution

4. Target margin

Replacement Savings
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Broadly, energy -based pricing ($/kWh) is best 

practice compared to time -based pricing ($/ hr)

Å ƇűťƑǈϔǴűǔŬϔņǀűǳŌǀǈόactual consumption of electricity

Å Adheres to other government regulations around 

measured energy dispersed (weights and measures); 

treats electricity like gas/diesel: $/kWh compared to 

$/gallon

Å Allows for consumer comparison across different 

charging locations

Å Ensures that vehicles are not required to pay more for 

having slower charging speeds and avoids penalizing 

older/more affordable vehicles

Pricing Structure



City of Bellingham, WA

Å Energy fee of $0.25/kWh while 

charging

Å Charge of $0.25/min for 

occupying parking space after 

vehicle charging is complete, 

not to exceed $23.00, to allow 

for equitable access to EV 

charging stations

Å Additional fee of $1.00 per 

session when using DC Fast 

Charger (Level 3)
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Public Charging Fee 
Examples

City of San Jose, CA

Å ^ŌŌǈϔĿƚǳŌǀϔǔŬŌϔĿűǔǺόǈϔĿƚǈǔϔǔƚϔ

operate the chargers (electricity, 

maintenance, network)

Å Super off peak (9 am ξ 2 pm): 

$0.25/kWh

Å Off peak (9 pm to 9 am and 2 

pm to 4 pm): $0.35/kWh

Å Peak (4 pm to 9 pm): $0.45/kWh

New York City, NY

Å DCFC: $0.39/kWh or 

$0.52/kWh (location 

dependent)

Å Drivers must pay for parking at 

the municipal garages; to offset 

costs for the first hour of 

parking, DCFC customers will 

have the cost of $9 deducted 

from their charging session

Å Level 2 (curbside pilot): $1/ hr (9 

pm to 6 am) or $2.50/ hr (6 am 

to 9 pm)
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Five-Step Municipal EV Charging Pricing 
Guide

1. Build your full cost stack

2. Add your replacement savings contribution

3. Conduct a competitive rate analysis

4. Apply a target margin

5. Choose your rate structure and review cadence



Next:

Kayla Betzold

Sustainability 
Coordinator

Rochester, MN






















